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Raered by the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in 
Parliament, that the Thanks of this Houſe be, 

and is hereby, given to the Jaord Biſhop of Salisbury, 
for bis pains in Preaching before the Lords in the Abbye 
Church at Weſtminſter , oft Friday the thirtieth day of 
January laſt; and that he be defired to Print and Pub- - 
liſh bis Sermon then'Preached.. | 
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The CASE of 


JORAM 


2 KiNGs ; VI. and laſt Verſe. 


eAnd he ſaid, T his evil 1s of the Lord, 
IF herefore ſhould I Wait pon the Lord 
i anylonger? 


EDLS, HE cauſe of this Solemn ( and 
TS moſt Honourable ) Aflembly-at 
kGE) this time, is to humble ourſelves 

ws in conſideration of;a moltgrievons 

SH and horrible Calamity, which was 

| QA WW ſome years 1ince (as upon this day} 

ke upon theſe Kingdoms, byithe Sacrilegious * 

and Bloody Martygdomiof:aur late moſt|Excellen 

Sovereign ; to aff our.fouls-in/ Comemplationof 

our-lins, ' which brought upon us: chat:heavy Judgs 

ment; with humble, penicent, .broken/and xomrite 
biearts to-wait uponitheiL:o1d;: ro implbic: tris Mer- 
cy in Semovieg; 'fromivsthbeguylcot that Innvcent 

1n pardoning our Offenges, and taking =_ 

his. Planes 20d Judgmencs: fromqs. i 27-5 199 4 + 
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Wm. ſpirit, there are two ways or methods ; either by 
ſhewing the Neceflny and Utility, the Beauty and 
the Come!ineſs of ſuch a temper, and the Happineſs 
which will follow thereupon(by conviacing us how 
mwuch ir is our Duty, and our Intereſt jand Concern- 
ment) or elſe by having before our eyes(the indecency 
" and abſurdity , the folly and madneſs, wickednels 
and miſery) how much it is againſt our Duty and 
againſt our Intereſt to be found in a contrary temper 
and. diſpoſition. | 
Of. theſe ewo Methods we find that Solomon: (in 
kis Book of the- Preacher) made choice of the later , 
That to bring men to fear God, and keep his Com- 
mandments , he thought it beſt ro convince the 
world of the vanity of all other courſes : That gi- 
ving his mind to underſtand the reaſon of things, he 
applicd himſelf to know the folly of wickedneſs, and 
the-wickednets:of folly and madneſs: And to bring 
men to wiſdem and virtue, he thought it the beſt ex- 
pedicntto repreſent ro-them-the abſurdity and vegli- 
nels of folly and wickedneſs. | 
.. Something/liketo this I-have propoſed to myſelf 
atthis time, -and to that end 1 have choſen to ſubmit 
' to-your conſideration this ſtrange. and extravagant 
inftance in the Text. F a5 Goiil 


Where (chat: I may. the: ſooner artive at whiat I 
aimat) I ſhall not-ſpeyd time in diſputing the Au: 

thor: of the words; but! with the heft Interpreters 

: (as I conceive)ſuppole them tothave been the words 
| ah: JornwKingot earl, and(in ſome moalne) 0 
3 Ee +Rprd e 4\ colle&t: 
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collect and raiſe a true ideaor:charadter of him, 1 
muſt draw you a little back inte the Story. 

Our Author Iay was Joram ; he was the Sonof 
Abab and Fezabel, and King of the ten Tribes of 
Ijrael : bis capital City. was Samaria : his adjacent 

neighbour on the North was Benhadad King of Sy- 
ria,who now made War againſt him, bis 

Joram not able to keep the Field , was driven up 
into Samaria, and there was obſtinately beſieged. 

The City was a fenced (or fortified) City, and 
Benbadad would not ſtorm ic, but reſolvedto take 
it by Famine. 

And the Famine here prevailed to a degree 
almoſt incredible :- the prices of commodities io 
great, the diet, to which they were reduced, fo vile 
(an Aﬀes head was fold for $0 pieces of ſilver; a 
cab- of Pigeons dung tor 5.) 

So vile! nay, ſo exceedingly monſtrous and un- 
natural, - 

(an 4 woman ({aith the Prophet T/aiab_) forget ber 
child > Here two women conſpire together, and 

© againſtthelaws of God and nature , enter into an 
engagement (to aCt that which you will abhor to 
hear) to devourtheir tender little ones, and reſume 
into their bodies that fruit whereof they had lately 

| been delivered. | 

And becauſe one of them repents of her engage- 
ment, the other makes her appeal to Joram: the 
ſpies him walking the rounds to view the Works, 
and out of a complicated paſſion of hunger and 

apo]. _ ſorrow * 
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forrow ,- envy and indignation ,- ir che iagony 
| and bitternel(s of her ſoul, ſhe cries out, Help U 
King? © - ++ ons - £ 

Andnow begin to take-a character of this Foram. 
He ſuppoſed ſhe-had cried for Vietuals, and he pre- 
ſencly falls upon curſing the woman, 'ogzivu; imefoun ai 
rj + ziv, So Joſephus: ph ov ern wer. SO the Septua» 
gint. Let not God help thee, bow ſhould Thelp thee * 

Well !: this was indeed partof the womans grief, 
burt.this was not all, ſhe had killed her child: 5 and. 
her companion (according to agreement) had eaten 
part of him, and now had withdrawn her own: 
her ſpleen would now beſatisfied as well as her ſto- 
mach ; ſhe therefore ſtates her cafe, and cries for 
Juſtice. 

Ladeed the caſe was lamentable, enough to move. 
the heart of any man, and: it put Foram's into! mo- 
tion, but it was not into compaſſton, but fury. 

[t had been reaſon that he ſhould have rent his 
Heart, and-not his Garments; bur he rends his cloaths, 
and falls into curfing and raving, and into a- wild 
extravagant reſolution, Ged do fo to me, and more al- 
fo, if the bead of Eliſha the Son of -Shaphat ſhall ſtand 
on bim this day. 

What is the coherence ? or where-is the Logick of 
this curſing and damning reſolution 2 How was 
. #liſha concerned in what had happened ? 

Before, he curſed the woman , now he curles 
timſelt with a grievous Curſe 3 God ds ſo to'me [that 
is, take: away-my: life: andmore alſo-[ thar is," its 
| Oy: | | the 
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-the language of our times, God damn me] if” the 
bead of Eliſha s | @ © 5 lic 
But why muſt Hi;/ho ſuffer > what had he done? 
had he devoured the child that was dead; or hid the 
living child; orbrougt the Famine upon'Samaria ? 
As if rage did ſubmit to reaſon ! or from the wrath 
of man, we were to expe&t the righteouſneſs of God 
_ that heſhould (wear and curſe there was 'no teaſon, 
nevertheleſs, for his Oaths ſake, he ſends his Meſſen- 
ger to Eliſha's houſe, and preſently follows'to ſee the 
Execution. _. | ES 
Where (to makeup the biatus, betwixt his coming 
- and uttering the words of thetext) we may conceive 
that Foram has there bluſtered out the Story of 
the woman; That he hath rayed at Eliſha, and 
| blaſphemed againſt the Lord himſelf; and that in 
reply , the Prophet had endeavoured irs allay* the 
paſſion, and calm the ſtorm of rage, that was upon 
him : That he had put him'in mind of looking up 
to God the ſender of all Publique Calamiries ; ex- 
horted  him-to humble himſclt -under his- mighty 
hand, to wait upon him for deliverance, to pray to 
him for {uccour, and the like. Her 
To all which he ungratiouſly rejoyns, according 
to the tenor of the text. a hg tea RH 
You tell me of the Lord, Who is the Lord that [ 
ſhould concern my ſelf about him ? - Yow: talk of 
God, and think to draw me into a vain and pucil- 
lanimous deyotion,and lo to drill me irito a frivolous 
| hope and expeRation. | 9 boys! 
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Youtalk of Waiting, hag, I not nj this: 
while? © 
* You ſpeak of Praying, Tf ws? to wh end 
ſhould I pray? 

I have Hoken, and kwilt-n not be! hive cal- 
led, and he will not anſwer; 1 have clothed my lelf 
with Sackcloth (Lo! hereitis _—_ my loins!) and 
he laughs ar it. 

The more I court him, the more he Nights me. 

The evils that are upon us are of his own ſending, 
' *Tis evidently his hand that is upon us, and' he: that 
hath.caft us into all our miſery, Wherefore 1'le Seck 
to.him no more, Ile. Pray no more, T'le Wait no 
longer. 


T bi evils from the Lord, WW, berefore 
(bould 1 Wait 14pon the Lord any longer * 


| You ſee now the FN involved i in this in- 
Rance, which that it may make a 43 2000 
upon us, we will confider it more Py. 
In the words are 
I. A Suppoſition or Conceſſion (and: chat Sober 
=* and Rational). This evil is of the Lord. | 
HH. An Inference or Concluſion (dndethar Abſurd 
and Irrational) intimated in the:form of a ' 
.. deliberative Queſtion or Interrogation; Wheres 
fore ſhould 1 wait, &c. 
The: Suppoſition ; or Conceſſion _ be conſi- 
cered either N32 [24 
| g be . Ablo- Fo 


fs ata, and fimply, andeheni wil afford 
us this Obſervation, viz. 

| Pablique Judgments or Calamities proceed front the 

© © band of Gods 
2: Relatively /as Proceeding from Joram, and then 
ic offers us this Obſervation, viz. 

' The moſt wicked and diſtemipered bi are e ſome 

times forced to diſcern and. acknowledge. the hand 
; of God in the diſpenſations- of bis Judgments, 

_ My buſineſs will be, Firftto-evince the! Truth of 
the Obſervations; 'Then to ſhew the Abſurdity of 
Joram's inference; And ſo to deſcend to __ 
tion, _ 

' 1, The kt {= Þ oe is- lis, That Publiq ue 
Jndgments and Calamities proceed from the. band of ( God. 

Thar is co ſay, They do notariſe out ofthe Duſt 
(as Job (peaks); They are not ſcattered. into the Chap. 5. 

world by the uncertain diſtribution of blind and 
improvident Contingency, nor thruſt upon it; by 
an ungoverned overbearing force of a Brute Fata- 
lity. They proceed not from a caſual coincidence.of 
various ſenſeleſs Atoms. . -. | 
- ;Nor from. the. overpowring wflnence or com- 
bination of the Planers/ or the: Stars. ., Nor from the 
malignant ardours of ill-boding and portending 
Comets (all which are rhe faoliſh imaginations of 
Atheiftical. or Superſticious perſons.) Bur they are | 
ſent out of the Armory and Magazine of him, Who 
\ bath made all things by his Word, ſuſteins them by 

his Power, and rules them aL his Fravndenate'c irr44 
| Or Te S | | may 2 
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|} may not upon+this occaſion be permitred to en- 
ter upon a Philoſophical or Theological diſcourſe,” 
concerning the Providential Adminiftration of the 
world, or the Properties or Attributes of God, 
from whence it ariſeth, upon which it is founded ; 
orthe manner of his concurrency with fecondary 
Cauſes (how that inſinuates its influence, and pers 
forms its operation, ſo as the Contingency of Events, 
and Liberty of Agents, rhay be maintained). 

I ſhall here cofitent my ſelf only ro ſuggeſt chus 
much to your Notice and Obſervation, That As 
the Providential Adminiſtration of the world -pro- 
ceeds immediately from the Efficacy of the Divine 
Wiſdom, Power, and Preſence, So thete is not any 
thing in nature wherein every one of theſe may not 
by a confidering Perſon be diſcerned. 

 (Prefentemque refert quelibet herba Deum ). 

And as the ſmalleſt Rivoler, attentively and con- 
ſtantly followed, will direct and kad one te the Sea, 
ſothe moſt fortuirous event, being traced through 
the chain and ſeries of it's Cauſes , will bring the 
mind at laft co the original Fountain and Ocean of 
all cauſality , and force an acknowledgment of a 
wiſe, voluntary, providential adminiftration of the 
world. — þ 9: 

And as for this part of Providence in the dif- 
penſation of Publick Plagues and National Calami- 
ties, it is fo obvions to common reaſon, that « hath 
forced an/ acknowledgment” not only from men: of 
Philoſophical and deep conſideration'{ whether -o 
LIE {. LW . t 
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the Grecanic or Barbaric Families) But from Hifto» 
rians, Rhetoricians, and Poets, perſons not obliged 
by their profeſſion.to ſo ſevere an enquiry, or ſo 
deep a penetration into the works of nature. 

Homer refers the Calamities of the Trejan War to 
the will of Fupiter, us 4% indir Bal Virgil to ſtate 


the original of the Conteſt between the Romans and- 


the Carthaginians, and of the bloudy Wars and Mi- 
ſeries conlequent thereupon, enquires, 29 Numine 
| loſe? With Euripides rhe uſual Epither of 5ungt is 
2270, lent from God 

And to convince the Epicureans and the Stoics 
(4. e. the Aﬀertors of fortuitous or fatal Adminiſtra- 


tion.) St. Paul himſelf appeals to the teſtimony (of 


| one of their own Heathen Poets, namely OA ſaying) 
of Aratus, un 3 x yu@ run, 

But why ſhould 1 detein you in the out-skirtsof 

| hurhane reaſon or teſtimony ! ſeeing we have a-ſu- 

' Ter word of Prophelie , which plainly affures us 

_ (both in general and in particular, by way of AC. 

 ſertion and PrediQtion ; ia reference to Nations, 


Ads 17.3% 


Plagues and Perfons) rhat Vengeance is the Lord's, 


' and the Diſtribution of Plagues and Judgments is 
within his own peculiar Juriſdiction, Ry 


That it was he that let looſe the Catarats of 


| Heaven upon the old World, and fent down the 
fre and brimfton upon the Cities of Sodom.and Go- 


morrha, - T hat the plagues of Wars, of Peſtilence, 
Famine, Wild beaſts, &c. are all of them his Meſ- 
_ - ſengers; and he fends them where he ſees cauſe; | 
a ee aaa 
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: That there can be. no evil in a City ora King- 
498 dom which the Lord hath not done: 'T hatthe- it was 

[| -p that prepared and ordered, and marſhalled out the 
fo lagues of Egypt, and the Burdens of Moab and Am 


| == e,.,Ax0n and Dumah, and all the other Nations mention- 
W ed in the Prophets. That he gave Jacob to the ſpoil, 
| and 1/rael to the rgbber. 

- And (to come yet nearer to the Caſe of Toram 
in the Text) to ſhew that he was the diſpeneer of 
theſe things, he punQually foretold the fate of his 
Father 4hab, and concerning Jezebel his Mother, ' 
*© That Dogs ſhould eat her by the Wall of Texreel ; ; 
And he may ſcem long before to have pointed at 
this very particular inſtance of the Judgment in the 
Text. 

If thou for ſake the Lord thy God — thine Enemy ſhall 
befiege thee in all thy t—_ and thou ſhalt eat the 
fruit of thy body, the Fleſh of thy Sons and of thy Daugh-" 
ters, in the Siege; becauſe of the ſtraitneſs wherewith 
thine Enemies ſhall diſtreſs thee : So that I ſhall ſay no_ 
more in proof of the firſt Obſervation, arifing f rom 
the Conceſſion of Joram abſolutely conſidered. He 
ſaid, This evil u from the Lord, 

2. 1 come now to the ſecond Obſervation, drawn | 
from. the conſideration of this Coneefſion in refe- 
rence te Joram, from whom ir did proceed , viz; 
'© The moft wicked and moſt diftemper'd ſinners are- 
* forced ſometimes to acknowleds the pod of God in the 
& diſpenſations of his Fudgments. 

To the deſign and purpoſe of our preſent meeting, 

| nothing 


_ 2Kings6.ult, TheCaleof Joraut 
nothing in- the world can be of greater conſequence 
than to be thorowly convinced of the truth of the 
former Obſervation. And to this end nothing can+be 
ſuperadded of greater moment, than the maniteſting 
the truth of this which we are now upon. 

Surely great is the power and irreſiſtable the force 
of ſuch acruth, as can aſſert it ſelf in the moſt in- 
diſpoſed \minds of men , and break through the 
ſtrongeſt defences and Barricado's raiſed againſt it: 
That can gain an admittance and extort a Recogniti» 
on from thoſe whoſe underſtandings are moſt indif- 
poled to receive it, and whoſe inclinations and affe- 

_ Rions moſt ayerſe, and whoſe endeavours are moſt 
engaped apainlt it. 

And this is the pretence of the preſent Obſervati- 
on, in reference to wicked and ungodly perſons : 

Though they are unacquainted with any religious 
conſideration , and the wayes of God and of his 

\ Providence very rarely come in all their thoughts: 

. Though they give themſelves up to vain Imagi- 
nations, ſo that cheir fooliſh heart is darkned : 
Though they endeavour to. put out the light within: 
them, and love the darkneſs rather than thelight.: 

Though-they ſay unto God depart from us, for we 
deſire not the knowledg of thy ways : 

Though they do their urmoſt endeavour co-arms 
and fortifie themſelves againſt all impreſſion, toſear 
and. cauterize their conſciences , to hearden- their 
hearts as an Anvile, and. their. faces: as the nerher 
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In plainer terms, though they devote themſelves 
to prophaneneſs and debauchery, enter themſelves 
in the Academy of Atheiſm and Irreligion, become 
very hard Students in the Schools of Rioting and 
Drunkenneſs, of Chambering and Wantonneis, of 
HeRoring and Ranting : Frequent the Brathels and 

_ the Stage. . 

Yet all this will not ſerve their turns; when the 
hand of God is likted up, though they will not ſee, 
yet they (hall ſee and be afraid: 

And to this recognition they ſhall be conſtreined, 
by one or both of thele cwo ways eſpecially ; cither 

1. By ſome ſpecial ſigniture upon the Object. 

2. By ſome ſpecial and extraordinary excitation of 
the Subjc&. 

1. In the diſpenſation of God's extraordinary 
works of Providence, (whether in the way of 
Mercy or of Judgment) he takes an eſpecial care, 
that neither his hand may be undiſcerned, nor the _. 
A&ts of his Providence unregarded. And tothis end 
he orders them , and ſends them forth dreſſed and © 
trimm'd with circumſtances, eminently conſpicuous 
and characteriſtical. =. 

Eibu tells us (in the Book of Job) © That God 
* ſets his hand, and ſtamps his Seal upon his Works, 
'* thatall men may ſee, and every man may know 
"that they are his Works. 

The Prophet Eſay tells us, © That God doth his 
" Works in ſuch a manner, that they may ſec, and 
*know, and conſider, and underſtand , that the 


hand 
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hand of the : Lord | hath. done them. 

Concerning the Works of Mercy David prays, 
That God would ſhew ſome token upen hm tor 
good, that men might (ce it, and thac they may 
know, that this is his hand, and that the Lord hath 
done it. | 

And concerning God's Judgments , he declares, 
that he (plainly and ſenſibly) diſcovered tn them the 
hand of the Almighty. Thine arrows (laith he) ſtick 
faſt in me , and thy hand pre/Seth me ſore , there 4s no 
health. in my fleſh , becauſe of thy diſpleaſure nor any 
reſt in my bones, by reaſon of my ſin. | | 

2. Bur ſecondly , this ofcen happens by ſome 
great and extraordinary awakening and excitation of 
| the ſubje&; of which kind, though the particular 
inſtances arc various (as the motion of the wind 
that blowerh where iclifterh) yer chey may be gene- 
rally reduced either to | 

I. The natural Eruptions, 
Or PE 

IT. The providential Rimulation and excitations 
of the Conſcience, 

t. Though the Principles of Syntereſis, the ſecds 
of Picty and Virtue (cattered and diſſeminated inthe 
Soul (to bring forth the fruit of Vertue and Felicity) 
may be trampled on and kept under , crop'd and 
ſnib'd. by the beſtial part , yer they will ſometimes 
be ſtarting our, iprouting and putting forth chem- 
ſelves. -- i ops, 6 DR” 
-» Thovgh the Scintille virtutum, the (ſparks WPes 
9; | C e 
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ed to enlighten and enflame the Soul to goodnels.) 
may be ſmothered, and oppreſſed, and raked up in 
aſhes, yct ſometimes they will make an Eruption, 
and put all things into a conflagration and combu- 
ſtion : 
| Theſe Principles are congenit and connatural to 
the Soul : They are not to be eraled or extinguiſh- 
ed, buttheir duration muſtand will be coexrended 
with the ſubje&t of them. 
'Rom.chip St. Paul aſlures us, that even the Heathens them- 
1&2. (ſelves, and even of them the worlt and moſt de- 
Praved and debauched (ſuch as are filled with all 
unrighteouſneſs, and given up to vile affections, and 
all manner of uncleanneſs, have fillthe work of the 
Law (of Nature) written in their hearts ; that the 
know the righteous judgment of God, and thar 
they which do ſuch things are worthy of death, That | 
the wrath of God is revealed in them; And they | 
have Conſciences accuſing or excuſing, natuxally 
_ andcertainly tormenting them by particular Appli- | 
cations upon occaſion. | ; 
2. But ſecondly, Wicked men are convinced of #®% 
the hand of God, in the diſpenſation of his Judg- | 
ments, by the means of Proyidential Excitati- {| 
ons. 
Now theſe are numberleſs in particulars, and of | 
many kinds. I ſhall only inſtance in a'very few. 
1. Sometimes they are put into an expectation 
of Judgments, and thereby prepared and diſpoied to 
' diſcover and toapprehend the fignature and impreſ- 
| ſton 
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fion of an Avenging Nemeſis, by the eminent A- 
trocity of their actions, 

This was the caſe of Cain and Lamech, who ha- 
ving committed Murther were perpetvally tor- 
mented with ominous bodings and fearful expecta- 
tions. Every -man.that ſees me-will ſlay me, cries 
one : If (ain ſhall be avenged ſeven fold , ſurely 
Lamech (eventy times ſeven, cries the other. 

This was the Caſe of Alexander and of Nero . 
when they were haunted and tormented by the 
Ghoſts of Parmeno and Agrippina (and is generally 
the Caſe of ſecret Murderers.) 

| 2. The ſecure and dormant Conſcience is awa- 
kened by Acts of Providence , not in their nature 
extraordinary, but in the circumſtances very ſuita- 
ble and proportioned to ſome former ſin. \ 

| When the Sons of Facob were brought into'trou- 
ble and great perplexity (into anxiety and anguiſh 
of Soul) they preſently made this Application, We 


are verily guilty concerning our Brother, for we ſaw the 


angiſh of bis Soul when he beſought us, and we would 
not bear, : 

3- Sometimes by ſome extraordinary Signs and 
Indications. When Belfhazzar ſaw the fingers writing 
upon the Wall, the joynts of his loyns were looſed, 
and his knees {mote one againſt another. = 

4. Oft-times a powerful and ſeafonable Charge 
or Admonition from a poor deſpiſed Miniſter, qua- 


| lifted and ſent upon that Errand, hath ſhaken the | 
ſtouteſt heart, and- brought down the confidence of | . 
_ the y 
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| the proudeſt ſinner, and. forced him. to: tremble ar: 
£ rC the apprehenſion of a preſent or: impendent_ Judg- 
er Enr7 ment. 
wy Of all the Sinners mentioned: in the Old Teſta- 
' mefit, the Sacred Hiſtory gives preeminence to Ahab : 
Ir always mentions him with- a note of Eminence 
and*zZex5. This is that King Ahab! He ſold himſelf 
to work wickedneſs, he exalted himſelf againſt God 
and man, and went on triumphantly in a courſe of 
finning: Hekilled, alſo took poſſcſiion : yet when 
pw 8. Elijah (a poor overgrown negle&ted hairy man , girt 
with a girdle of leather about his loios) charges him 
that it was he that troubled Jſrael, and denounces the 
Judgments which ſhould befall him'3 He rent bis 
cloaths, and put ſackcloth upon.his fleſh, he fafted and. 
lay in ſackcloth, and went ſoftly. 
_ Of all the wicked perſons mentioned in the New 
Teſtament, there is none. who (by the Hiſtory of 
Toſephus, and by Tacitus and other Roman Authors) 
1s repreſented to have been more impudent and ſcan- 
dalous,. more outragiouſly debauchr then Felix the 
Roman Governour of Judea under (laudius and 
Nevo. : yet when Paxl (his Priſoner a licle weariſh 
aged man, whoſe bodily. preſence was weak, and 
/ his ſpeech contemptible ) reaſoned , before him 
concerning righteouſnels and temperance, and the 
| Judgmentto come, Felix trembled, I 
Whether the convi&tion of Foram did proceed from þ 
ane or more, or all, or any of. theſe cauſes, it-is not 
needful to encuire.: Thus much appears in fac, that 
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though | he was. extrated from that King: #hab, 
2nd. from that Queen Jezabel, though: his life and” 
manners were an[werable to his extraction and/edus 
cation; though he was under a complicated diſteme- 

er of mind , a paroxyſm of madneſs, yet in the 


midſt of all his indiſpoſedneſs he is forced to acknow- 


ledge the hand of God in that Calamity, which 
was upon him. He! even Foram ! ſaid, This evil us. 
from the Lord, Even. wicked and diſtempered men are 
forced {:metimes to acknowledge the. hand of God in the 
diſpenſations of his | Judgments, 

_ Hitherto. I have endeavoured to repreſent and- 
prove before you the eruth and evidence of this con- 
ceſſion or ſuppoſition (the T aun) laid down by: 
Joram, and how agreeable that is to.Reaſon,..Scris 
pture, and Experience. 

And now what conſequence would any.one ex- 
pet from fiich an antecedent? If the words had 
been barely (without proot or enlargement.) deli. 
vered by-the Prophet, had it not been reaſonable for 
him to aſſent tothe truth of them, and natural forhima: 
to have fallen upon.this concluſion : This evil is from 
the Lord, therefore upon him will I wait , to him will I 
addreſs my ſelf for our deliverance, and forthwith to 
have put himſelt-upon ail neceſſary- and coangruous 


ways of application-?: But being delivered by. him-- 


ſelf, as an extorted acknowledgment of his awa- 
ken'd conſcience : Who would not expect; thar als. 


' though before his conviction he went on reſolately-in- 


[ 


his courle;?- 
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theſe notions in it. 


Yer being now rowſed and awakened, he ſhould 

recced according to his Conyietion , That the ſame 
cauſes which had forced him to {ee and acknowledge 
the hand of God in the Jadgment , ſhould have pre- 
vailed with him to apply himſelf to him for the re- 
mioval of it. 

Who would not expe&t that the words ſhould run 
thus ? This evil is from the Lord , wherefore upon 
him will | wait for ſuccour, and not give over until 
he have mercy on us. 

\ Butbehold ! he ſaid , This evil is from the Lord ; 
wherefore ſhould I wait 6n the Lord any longer ? 

And now the abſurdity of this Inference is that 
which remains to be laid open before you. 

Icall itan Inference becaule in efte&this delibera- 
tive queſtion carries the force of a ſtrong negation, 
Wherefore ſhould 1 wait ? i. e, Tam reſolved | will wait 
no longer. © . 20 | 

To take the full meaning of that word; which 1s 
here rendred by waiting , 1 muſt entreat you to ob- 


ſerve, that the queition is in 


 s Hebrew nw7 7m 19 Quid expeftabo * 
S Chaldee MM IIb FR MN: Cur patienter me 
geram © | | 
& Septuagint T2 &nv3, Quid deprecabor? | eines 1n 
the Scripture ſignifies Prayer and Supplication (and 
that withearneſtneſs, ſtrong crying and tears) and 1s 
uſually joyned with faſting and other a&s of morti- 
fication and humiliation. So thatthe word 97 is of 


a large extenfive fignification, and comprehends all 
It 
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;come from God ,.rit was, ſuppoſed, on. both ſides, 
| | that: 


It ſeems the Prophet, finding him ina diſtemper, 
had exhorted him to give over hufhng and ranting, 
curſing and [wearing., and to betake himlſelf ro faſt- 
ing and mourning , to prayers and earneſt Supplica- 
tion : to give over his ſturdy and infolent behayi- 
our, and to compoſe himſelf co mecknels and a deep 
humiliation. | | ; 

To leave off his frowardnels and impatience, 
and with patience and due ſubmiffion , to tarry the 


Lord's leiſure, to expect and wait upon him for de- 


liverance. 

To all which he replies in theſe words, Mab Ochil 
ladonai: Wherefore ſhould I faſt and pray, or betake 
my ſelf to weeping and mourning 2 Why ſhould I 
ſubmit and humble my (elf under the hand of God ? 
to what purpoſe ſhould I expe&, and wait upon him 
any longer fordeliverance : (intimating a perempto- 
ry reſolution tothe contrary.) 

You fee now the Queſtion betwixt Joram and the 
Prophet, and I am to make your ſelves the Judges, 
which of them had reaſon on his fide : In. order 
whereumto it is neceſſary that I premiſe three things. 

1. In every deliberation the end or ſcope is pre- 
ſuppoſed, andthe queſtion is, of the beſt andlike- 
lieſt means for the attainment of that end. 3; 

2. When any one is fallen intocalamity , /itis to be: 
preſumed, that the-end which he will propoſe: to- 
himſelf, will be the removal of the calamity. 

3. Joram having acknowledgedþis calamity to have- 
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that toremove, or.comtinue this s calamity - Was cn- 
tircly and ab{olurely in the hand and power of God. . 
So that the only queſtion is this,, which is thelike-- 
lieft way to prevail with God , to: remove his Judg- 
ments, and take away. his heavy hand, che way of 
Elſha, or the way of Joram. 

Now, although it ſeems very eaſte, to determine 
this queſtion, upon principles-of common reaſon, 
and by reflexion upon the-ways -of men; yer ſeeing 
itis to be ſuppoſed, thatevery one knows beſt, wha 
way. it is, that will meye and preyail upon himſelf ;' 

11. And ſeeing God hath declared himſelf in-this 
© matter, and his declarations were then extant in the 
writings of Moſes and the Prophets, (to which, a 
King of 4raet ought to be no ſtranger.) 1 ſhould 
think ic moſt cong:uous, that the deliberation ought 

to proceed upon. thoſe mealures, and the enquiry 

accordingly to be, what--was like to bethe iflue of - 
Bliſha's way, and what on the other ſide , if Joram's 
way ſhould be taken, in this cale of publick Cala- 

2, 


Then how hath God declared: himſelf. as to 
Praver and Faſting on one hand, and to: Curling 
and Swcaring on the other ? (and lo of the reſt of the + 
particulars in Queſtion.) 
Z 1. In general, Cail upon me, ſaith che Lord , inthe 
de Pſal. time of trouble,' and 1 will bear thee pand help, 1 cried 
E” unto-the Lord in my trouble ( laith Di vid ) af be deli- 
vered me out of 1h 
ins asto Falting and Mourning, in a dayof | 
* dark- 
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darkneſs (4. e.-a caſe of Publick Calamity) how way Joel2. 15 
preſcribed by theProphers 1s, to blow the trumpet 
in Sion, to proclaim a Faſt, and call a ſolemn AC. 
ſembly. For the Prieſts to weep betwixt the Porch Joel 2. 124 
and the Altar. That men turn nnto the Lord wich | 
all their hearts, and with Faſting, and with Weep- 
" Ing, and with Mourning. 

But as for Foram's way, (the ranting , curſing, 
ſwearing, blaſpheming way) God hath declared, 
Thar becauſe of Swearing and of Curſing the Land 
mourns: He loved not blefling, and itſhall be far 
from him ; he delighted in curſing , and it ſhall Pal. rog. 
happen unto him: it ſhall come' into his bowels 
like water, and like oyl into his bones. And for 
the blaſphemy z wherewith mine Enemies have 
blaſphemed me, I will up, faith God, and I will 
eaſe. me of mine Enemies, and avenge me of mine 
Adverſaries. 

2. As to Eliſha's way of meckneſs and humi- 
liation, God hath declared, That he will have re- 
ſpe& unto the lowly, and give grace and fayour to 
the humble: © Andchough he dwells in the high 
« and holy place, he will dwell alſo with him thac 
<.is of an humble and contrite heart.. More par- 
ticularly as to the caſe in hand , he hath expreſly 
promiſed ; If I bring upon 'the land Famine, : Chron. 9. 
«or Peſtilence, or Sword , or any other plague ; 3: | 
« and my people humble themſelves: then will I 
« hear from heaven > and will remove their | 
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But- in reterence-to Foram” $ way, he had Fan 
clared that he hareth the proud looks, and will 


deſtroy the ſturdy finner : That he will pull down 


the ſtoutneſs of their hearts ; and the haughrineſs 


of the haughty ſhall be humbled. 


3. Laſtly ! he hath declared, on one hand, chat 
the patient abiding of the meck ſhall not periſh 


.for ever ; but on the other, that the frowardneſs of 


the froward is an abomination to him. 
+ And now the caſe being clearly ſtated , one 


| would think certainly , that Foram (without any 


heſitation) ſhould ſubmit to the propoſals of the- 
Prophet, and come to a quick and a ſpeedy refo- 
lution to purſue them. 

Rnt now behold and wonder! ſtand amazed all 
yeth.. pretend to ſenſe and reaſon. 

He cannot deny any one of Eliſha's premiffes, 
yet he adheres, and ſticks to his own conclufion, 


and roundly reſolves, that he will neither faſt nor 


pray (much leſs berake himſelf to whining ) he 
will not humble nor ſubmic himſelf; he will nor 
attend or wait upon the Lord any longer. 

Very well and wiſely ! But what then becomes 


of the = zerlwr: And Lo ſhall this ſame calami- 


fy be removed ? 

To remove the calamity there are bur two ways 
imaginable: 

1. The way of Addreſs of Accommodation : 
or, 2. The way of force and compulſion : and rhe 
former of theſe he hath declined, and will he 

there- | 
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What King being to make War, fits not down 
firſt. and conſiders, whether he be'able wich ten 
thouſand to meer him that cometh againſt him 
with twenty thouſand, 

The Lord is a Lord of Hoſts, and a Man of War: 
thouſand thouſands miniſter unto him, and ten thou- Dan. 7. 
ſand times ten thouſand __ before him. We fee him 
coop'd up by the King of Syris, and will he now 
make War with the King of Heaven ? Let the pot- © - v1 
ſheard ſtrive with the potſheards of the earth: But J 
who art thou, O Foram! that ſtriveſtagainſt God ? 
what 1s the hope wherein thou crufteſt ? ' or wherein 
lies thy confidence, that thou rebelleft ? Didever 
any man cxalc himſelf againſt God, 'and back as- 
vailed ? _, 

Call ro remembrance things lately paſt , and of 
ancient days how he hath formed ic : ' The ſucceſs 
of the Giants of old ; the modern Fate of Ahab 
thy Father, the Deſtiny of Fezabel thy- Mother, 
for the wickedneſs of thy Farther Ahab, the Whare- 
doms, and Witchcrafts of Fez abel thy Mothers 

What doth this man intend to do? and' what 
doth this reſolution ſignifie ? Will he ariſe/tn the 
power of his might , and make-a gallant fally , 
and fo ſcatter-and confound his adverſaries ? Will 
he cauſe the earth ro open, and ſwallow up this 


Heredec, and cover 'the FO of Lone 9 
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Or wilt he ons 
heaven? ant remove 
ſelf and people are diftreſſed?.,_. { 11.4 41h 
Fadpe 1n your ſelves Brethren ! were not this CY 


fooliſh imagination, an inſtance of ſtupidity and 
madneſs ?: 


; Well then ! Becauſe che Lord hath vexed him 
FH by his plagues, will he endeayour co. plague the 
Lord by his wickedneſs ? 
Ahas! his wickedneſs. extendeth not to: him. Is 
not'this the folly and madneſs of wickedneſs ? 

But he will revenge himſelf upon the Church : - 
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« {oto him, and morealſo, if the head of Eliſha 
< the Son of Shaphat ſhall ſtand upon him. 
Is not this the wickedneſs of folly and mad- 
"nels? 

Briefly ! is not this caſe of Joram a monſtrous 
anda prodigious caſe? Doth he not deſerve to be 
puniſhed and tormented with many ftripes ? To: 
be tormented (as it were) in Bedlam, for the'mad- 
neſs of his wickedneſs ? In the Valley of Hinnom 
for the wickedneſs of his madneſs ? There. it was 
thatophet was prepared of old, for the King it 
was prepared: and certainly his ſeems to be the 
very King, for whom-it was prepared. 
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Is this the ſentence of this great and noble; this 
& wiſe and honorable Afſembly ? Come then a 
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and wreak his ſpleen upon the Prophet , © God do. . 
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ame: of © Io pray you.) and. oe wa, 
reaſon a Meter” ; oF 
' Hath this only been the caſe of that perfony, of 
whom've have been fpeaking, and 1s it nor alſo.che 
caſe of ns; that' have all this while been ſpeaking. 
and hearing,cenfuring and judging of him ? /Plain- 

ly ! 'Was'it'only the caſe of that King of Iſrael? and 

is it not'the' caſe of this Kingdom of England 2 

« And we, that have judged another, have we not 

* condemned 'our felyes ? Is not this C1 fay M 

Englands caſe?" Grp | 

r;'Inrefpe&t of Publique Calamities, which have 
been brought upon us ? __ 
2;. Of our Behaviour in reference to thoſe Cala-. A 

_ ? | 

. Howgreat and manifold have been the Cala- 7 - 
miticn of this poor ſinful Kingdom ? 

: 2. And how plain and conſpicuous have been | 
the ſignatures, and tmpreffions of the hang of God... 
upon thoſe Calamities ? ed 

Tolook tio further back, than we are obliged by 
the occaſion of this'our meeting together ; What 
ſort of Plague or Judgment hath not, within. the 
ſpace: of 20 or 3o/ years, been inflicted upon this _, 
Kingdonr?*- What ſort” (I fay) of Spiritual Judg- \ 
ment, or Temporal Calamity ?- al 

The Judgment, which weare here met to com---w 
memorate','and' tament- ; "had: in; it” a* For-w' : 
eation of all 'manner of SpiricuaP Fu ; 
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mity. 


'v Tr-was'a Calamity pregnaids bd produive of 
innumerable others, wherewith it hath been ſuc- 


ceeded; and which are perpetually pullulating 
from ir. For this. the Land hath mourned well- 
nigh go years; and for all that, God's anger. 1s 
nbt carned away, but his hand is ſtrerched our 
{till 

His Judgments have followed us, and grown 
more and more upon us to this very moment, {t1l! 
eating into our bowels, and corroding into our 
bones. And if we be not more mad than oram, we 
canriot but acknowledge them to have proceeded 
from the hand of God. 

"This would evidently appear, if I might þe 
ovemitred ro infiſt and animadyvert upon the evils 
which have befallen us ; and trace them backward 
to that great and prodigious Judgment , which 
was the cauſe of this days obſervation, - 

I hall nor need tofpend time to prove, that our 
threatning and growing - Famine ', our preſent 
Murrein, - or late Peſtitence have proceeded from 
the: hand of God : -Such-plagues as thele are {o 
plainly and confeſledly i oem, that David being 
left ro his choice betwixt the Sword, the Famine, 
and the;Pcltilence, thought it a plain expteflion of 


- -hismind;; whenihe only. ders. bs might, fall aato 


thehand.of God. :- > > on; | 
1k thall therefore prepetinds F few particulars of 
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- another nature." That'a novel and upſtart Com- 
monwealth of a Nation , lately feeble and par, 


whining and ſubmiſſive, ſhould in the ſpace' of 


not many years artive at the ungrateful boldneſs 
ro provoke a powerful and mighty Kingdom, Ca 
Kingdom to which they had been in their weak- 
neſs'and minority fo much obliged.; ) Thar they 
ſhould be permitted to.diſappoine and. batllle their 
ſtrongeſt Preparations, and come to ſuch an height 
as to attempt, and endeavour to fix upon them 
marks and charafters of perpetual ignominy.and 
diſhonour, ©. 5698 
That a fire ſhould proceed out of the Brambke, 
which ſhould conſume the' Cedars of Lebanon 
That a ſpark ſhould kindle in a corner, and ſhould 
he permitted to deſtroy all the ffately Palaces, 
publick Buildings, . and venerable Churchss. in 
one of the moſt conſiderable Cities of the World, 
beſides 12000 private habitations. This certain- 
ly is Digitus Dei: This evil is from the Lord. 
' When after the miſeries of 20 years the-Lord 
| bhad'cauſed Light to ſpring out of Darkneſs, and 
Order out of Confuſion. ; Reduced all things-.co 
that ſtate and poſition , out of which they. had 
been diſtorted ; Had Reſtored our-Religion,, qur 
Laws, and Liberties; Had Eſtabliſhed the King, 
the-Church , the. Nobility, Gentry. ,.Populaey 4n 
their ancient Rights and legal Stations 4; Had 
. fortified all theſe by new additional Laws, and a: 
Layal and worthy Parliament. | 16 a 
wn Þ: That 
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Tin Seer al this. pre any Ttarbanee S 
Foreign Inyafion ,, or. inteſtine: Rebellion; RR 
'by the application of our. own-wiſdom ind pdtixy 
in our moſt induſtrious endeayours _):1n the 
thort ſpace , of about a dozen years ( the ſame 
Parliament ſtill continuing) This godly Fabrick 
ſhould be ſhattered, and all things e'ne ready-to 
drop into Diſorder and Confuſion, 

That out of Depth of Policy, and Myſtery of 
State, the foundations of Government ſhould be 
ſubverted, and the Ligaments of it diffolved. 

That for the eſtabliſhment of Government, eve- 
ry one ſhould be permitted to do that, which is 
right in his own eyes ; as if there were no King in 
Tfrael. 

Thar. for the Advancement of the Eſtabliſhed 
Religion, there ſhould be permitted to aſſume to 
themſelves a Toleration of all Religions (or rather 
 irreligions). Schiſms, Herefies, 'and Blaſphemies 
1n the world, 

That out of Indulgence to tender Conſciences, 
the Principles of Atheiſm and Anarchy ſhould 
be permitted co be diſſeminated , countenanced, 
watered, cheriſhed and foſtered, and all means 
uſed, that conſcience it ſelf ſhould be eradicated 
out of the Souls of men. 


Tlth fear and trembling ! horror and a- 
| mazement ; to come up to the prodigi- 
ous inſtance of this day ! 


That 4 
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- (the, moſt impudent and brazen-faced'Y manner, 
under a form ,of Godlineſs and' Juſtice, in the 
fight of this Sun; in contempt and defiance of 
Providence , and of God himſelf, ro ſhed the 
Royal Blood , and take away the Satred' Life of 
the Lord's Anointed ; and of him that was the 

{ Harmleſs and Innocent, the moſt Meek and 

ntle, the moſt Virtuous and Religious, the 
moſt Sober and 'Prudent Prince” that ever. fate 
upon the Engliſh Throne. 

Laſtly, That after all this, and all the reſt that 
our eyes have ſeen. After the Maffacre and Re- 
bellion in {reland, The Covenant contrived in 
Scotland , The Bloody Wars and Sacrilegious 
Judgment and Execution made here in Eng- 
land. 

That after we have ſeen the end of the Lord, 
che Vengeance of God fo fignally executed up- 
on the Principal Authors, Afors, and Promo- 
ters , the Judges and Executioners of all thoſe 
things; Matters ſhould ( in ſo ſhort a time) be 


brought to.that paſs, that (according to the va- 


rzous Inclinations of men) ſome' ſhould Fear, 
and others Hope, that the Monarchy of England, 
and that Religion, and thoſe Laws, and the,,ve= 
ry.. perſons',.. which--uphold it ,, ſhould; now be 
abandoned ; And chan, the great Intereſts of Re- 
gion and Government ſhould be delivered up 

E into. 


-That the vileſt and the woe - mer) ſhould "= 
permirted inthe: moſt horrible and moſt impigus_ 
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into-the hands of. the [riſþ or Engliſh Papiſts, 
the Scottiſh or Engliſh Covenanters , or other 
Secaries and Fanaticks, 

Are not all theſe things ſtrange and wonder- 
ful ? are they not marvellous in our eyes ? In all 
this 1s not the hand of God clearly to be ſeen ? 
certainly we cannot but acknowledge , that 7his 
evil is from the Lord. So that in refpett of Judg- 
ments and Calamities you have ſeen the corre- 
ſpondence of our Caſe with the Caſe of oram. 

11{ Let us now refle&t upon the National beha- 
viour, and examine, Whether hath this been or- 
dered according to the way of Eliſha, or the way 
of Joram. 

 Whenthe Judgments of God have been ſo ma- 
ny, ſo grievous, ſo viſible amongſt us, have the 

Inhabitants of the Land learned righteouſneſs, or 
unrighteouſneſs? Have they prevailed upon us, 
to break off our fins by Repentance, or to con- 

tinue in them, and increaſe them with a briſker 

and fturdier reſolution ? - 

As the Lord's hand hath been more and more 
lifted up, have not we endeavoured with an high- 
er and higher hand, to fin againſt him ? 

_ Ashe hath ſmitten us more and more., have not 

' we revolted more and more ? 

- Inſtead of being made a Religious and a Pray- 
ing People, are we not become an Atheiſtical, and 

a Scoffing, and Blaſpherr ing People ? 


Inſtead | 


2 Kings 6:ult. | 
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 Inſteadof beinga Sober aſd DTT People are. 
wenot become a Riotous. and Drunken People ? 
| Inſtead of being made a Chaſt and Modeſt, a 
Meek and Humble, a Gentle and Compoſed Peo- 
ple ; are we not become a Shameleſs and Immodeſt, 
a Ranting and Tearing, a HeCtoring and God-dam-. 
ning People ? 

Briefly ! © Inſtead of turning to the Lord with 
<« 2ll our hearts ; and with Faſting, and with Weep- 
« ing and with Mourning for our Sins : Have we 
not turned from him with all our hearts ; and with 
laughing, and with ſcoffing, and with Jeering at 
all Humiliation, and Devotion, and Religion ? 

It 1snot here my intention to charge every 1n- 
dividual Perſon with theſe things : No doubt there 
are thouſands in this our lſrael, who have not bow- 
ed themſelves ro theſe enormities. And it 1s well 
_ forthem, and happy for the Kingdom, that there 
- areſo: for, * Except the Lord: had left us ſuch: a 
« remnant,we ſhould have been as Sodom, and made 
« like unto Gomorrha. 
| Yer (the exception of this remnant ncrwidhe 

ſtanding) may 1t nor be fit to confider, whether we 
be not truly and properly a linful N ation, a Peo- 
ple laden with Iniquity ? 


The Prophet {aiah tells us, that the Lord had Chap. 


lefr them ſuch a remnant, and all that notwith- 
ſtanding, they remained ſtill a finful Nation, a 
People laden with Iniquity , that their whole head 


was ck, and their heart faint ; that from _o ſole 
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of the foot to the. crown of: the head: there was: no- 

_ thing but Wounds and Ulcers, ſtinking Leproftes,” 
and putrefied Soree, 

Will it not be fit therefore " us, to txamine 
our condition, to confider what we may expect, 
and what is fit for us to do ? ” | 

To ſearch the Wounds and Ulcers of chis King- 
dom from the ſole of the foot to the crown of the 
head. To examine or'expoſe the Condition of all 
Degrees, Orders, and States of men in this Kmg- 
dowy (The Clergy, and the Laity , the Gentry and 
the Commonalty, the City and the Court ; in their 
Perſonal, or Publique , or Politick Capacities) 
though I ſuppoſe that to ſome it might be acce- 
ptable, yer it lies not in my Commiſſion, and E 
ſhall wave it. 
; My Commiſſion reaches to thoſe who have called 
me hither ,| at leaſt in that Capacity wherein they 
haye:called me: And I hope they will not be offen- 
dedat me in the conſcientious diſcharge of that 
Commiſſion. I therefore take the humble bold- 
neſs1n the Bis of God, and our King, and Coun- 
try to. enquire of my ſelf, and thoſe , that brought 
me hither , Whether we alſo have nor fallen into 
the way of Foram ? Whether we.can waſh our hands 
of. the univerſal Irreligion and Debauchery which 
ſeems to have over -ſpread the Land ? 

. Qui non wetat peccare, cum poſit, 
Zuber. 

Have ve employed the great and various talents 
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Private;-Perſonat and: Politick 3 the Advantages 


of Nobility and Education , the: Intereſt of our- 


Perſons and our Places:, our Authority Judicial 
and Legylative:to prevent or to panels theſe hor- 
rible enormities. 


. Nay, have we- readily atcepebll and embinced 
fach means as have been tendered to that purpoſe? 
If we ſhould .be.examined what good Laws: in - 


twelve: years::{pace have proceeded from us; to- 


bring our ſelves and others to:liveſoberly, righte-" 


ouſly and godly in this preſent world. 'What'cha- 
ritable Laws, to: prevent the Poverty and: Beggery, 


the Villany- and. Roguery, the miſerableends, and. 
fatal deſtiny of ſuch-multicudes.of people, as daily 


periſh by a fearful end., ſhould we not be puzzled 


co reply: ? 


If Laws: againſt Rioring and Fanta ſhalt 


have been, or ſhall be hereafter. ſtifled, leſt they: 
ſhould prevent Conſumption, and: make an abate- 
ment of our Rents, or-the Execile.;. 

Againſt Atheiſm and Blaſphemy. le they ſhould: 
dull the Wits and hinder the exerciſe of: Reaſon- 
| ing, abate thediſpuracity of the Nation. '/ + ..} ' + 
Againſt Swearing and Curſing , Ranting, and* 
_ Tearihg, Hectoring and Rencountring , left they 


| ſhould abate the vivacity, -and take-off the edge,: -. . 


or ſpoil the mettle of the young Blades of the King» 
dom.. AT 
pok= man Prophacaric tion of the edopds Day) 
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wherewith; we have been!: inrruſted!,  Pablick- in 
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not mean'tending to Judaiſm « or Sabbararianiſm) 
left they ſhoul&intrenech upon the Mirth and Jolli- 
ty, the Sports and Recreations of the People. 

When God ſhall call us ro anfwer upon ſuch 
interrogatories, how afe we provided foreply ?. . 

Upon this occafion , in|this mixt Auditory ,.to 
enlarge any further upon this argument, I do'not 
find my felf obliged by my Commiſſion. Burt there 
is one thing, which by vittue of another Commil- 


| fion, I find my ſelf obliged plainly and'clearly to 


lay before your Lordſhips,' and it is this (vith 
which I ſhall conclude.) | | 

That (as ſure as there is a God in Heaven, a Lord 
chat is higher then your Lordſhips,as ſure as Chriſt 
is now fitting at his right|hand, as ſure as holy 
men of old (the Prophets and Apoſtles) were In- 
{ſpired by the Holy Ghoſt) If we do not ſpeedily 
break out of this way of -Foram, if we do not our 
utmoſt to redeem and reſcue the Kingdom from 1 it; 
this our Iniquity will-be our Ruine. 

Thar ( if after ſo:many loud calls to Religion and 
Virtte, we ſhall reſolvedly: goon iftthe ways of Ir- 
retigion and Debauchery, or (which in our caſe is 


| all one) if we ſhall not do'ovur utmoſt for the eradi- 


cation of them, we muſt expett a ſure and a ſwift 
deſtruQjon. © © 

.< rhat day'( faith the Prophet {ſaiab_) did 
«the Lord God of Hoſts call ro weeping,' and to 
* mourning , to ſackcloth and to baldneſs, _— 
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< Oxen, .and killing of Sheep ; eating fleſh and 
6 drinking wine , (Let us eat and drink , for to 
« morrow we fhall die) And it was revealed in 
« mine ears by the Lord of Hoſts : Surely.chis ini- 
« quity ſhall not” be purged from. you till you 
&« 26> 

If when Gods Judgments are multiplied , a Fa. 114.1 
Nation wall not turn unto the Lord, , he hath 
ſworn, and ſworn again (four times rogether in 
one Chapter ) that though Noah, Dame! , and 
Fob were: there , they ſhould deliver neither Son 
nor Daughter from deftruction. 

Wherefore (in one word to conclude) return 
now O Shunamite! return ! ariſe; and bethink your 
ſelves, Men, Brethren;and Fathers! O ye Wiſe and 
Honourable among the People, conſult, and confi- 
der ! what ſhall we do, that.the Blood of Jeſus may 
ſpeak better things for . us, then the Blood of the 
fr as Royal Martyr ? Whar ſhall we do to be- 
| ſaved from ruine and deſtruQion ? 

You have ſeen in ſome meaſure the. folly: and the 
madneſs of the wickedneſs , and the wickedneſs of 
the folly and madneſs of this way of Foram:. - 

| Wherefore ! let. us trifle no more, let us fin no» 
more, let us fool no more, leſt we fall and periſh un-- 
der the condemnation of Foram, when he faid, 7h: 
evil is from the Lord, Wherefore ſhould. I wait upon. 


the Lord any longer ? 
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Books ſold by Janes Collin, 


Even Sermons Preached ir Whitehall ': 'By ths 


Right Reverend Father in God, Seth, Lord 
Biſhop 7 Sarum, In oftawo, 


Holy Rules and Helps to. Devotion; both in Brayer 
and Proflice- : By the Right Reverend Father in'God 
mo» Duppa, ate Bij op of Winton. | Intwelves. | 


*. . The Bleſſedneſs of bein 2 Bountiful, or our Saviour's 
uſual Proverb opened, "Gferted, - and Yay ah; 
plied: By "ates Ford, D..D. 


